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AGRICULTURE-MAIZE-GROWERS
Minister urges agri-businesses to link maize growers with markets
New Delhi, Mar ) 23UNI) Maize production has boomed in the country with the
output this year expected to cross 27 lakh tonnes.
In 17-2016, maize production was a record 25.89 lakh tonnes. The average
productivity is 2.43 tonnes per hectare.
Maize is emerging as a preferred cash crop in the country with wide use in starch
and poultry sector and for exports. Madhya Pradesh. Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka
and Rajasthan lead the nation in cultivation of maize.
Currently, India is among the top five exporters of maize in the world.
"To harness the potentinl of maize, agribusiness companies must make efforts 1o
create linkages with farmers by exploring opportunities in agri-marketing.” Union
Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare Minister Radha Mohan Singh said while
addressing the 5th India Maize Summit 2018organised by FICCI here on Friday.
He'said that the area under hybrid varicties of maize is on the rise. thereby leading
to higher availability and improved nutrition. This has resulted in demand
increasing at a much faster pace.
He, however, bemoaned that only 25 per cent of the country’s production in maize is
consumed domestically.
Noting the presence of starch and poultry industry at the conference. Mr Singh also
lauded the effort of FICCI and PricewaterhouseCoopers to come up with a vision
document for Maize to help farmers double their income by .2022
The Minister pointed out that only 15 per cent of cultivated area of maize in India
was irrigated and therefore it was necessary to have adequate irrigation facilities for
its cultivation.
“The ICAR-Indian Institute of Maize Rescarch (IIMR), Ludhiana. has been
mandated to carry out basic, strategic and applied research aimed at enhancing
production, productivity and sustainability of maize.” Mr Singh said.
The central government is promoting maize cultivation in 265 districts across 28
states by providing necessary financial assistance through various interventions.
Since 16-2015, the mission is being implemented on 60:40 sharing pattern between
the Centre and State governments and on 90:10 sharing pattern between the Centre
and Northeastern andthree Hill States.
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